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Vision and Goals of Act 59: Community Resilience & Biodiversity Protection Act 

• The vision of the State of Vermont is to maintain an ecologically functional landscape that 

sustains biodiversity, maintains landscape connectivity, supports watershed health, 

promotes climate resilience, supports working farms and forests, provides opportunities for 

recreation and appreciation of the natural world, and supports the historic settlement pattern 

of compact villages surrounded by rural lands and natural areas. 

• It is the goal of the State that 30 percent of Vermont’s total land area shall be 

conserved by 2030, and 50 percent of the State’s total land area shall be conserved by 

2050. The Secretary of Natural Resources shall lead the effort in achieving these goals. The 

land conserved shall include State, federal, municipal, and private land. 

• Reaching 30 percent by 2030 and 50 percent by 2050 shall include a mix of ecological 

reserve areas, biodiversity conservation areas, and natural resource management 

areas. In order to support an ecologically functional and connected landscape with 

sustainable production of natural resources and recreational opportunities, the 

approximate percentages of each type of conservation category shall be guided by the 

principles of conservation science and the conservation targets within Vermont 

Conservation Design, prioritizing ecological reserve areas to protect highest priority 

natural communities and maintain or restore old forests. 

 

Key Definitions 

• “Ecological reserve area”: an area having permanent protection from conversion and that 

is managed to maintain a natural state within which natural ecological processes and 

disturbance events are allowed to proceed with minimal interference. 

• “Biodiversity conservation area”: an area having permanent protection from conversion 

for the majority of the area and that is managed for the primary goal of sustaining species 

or habitats. These areas may include regular, active interventions to address the needs of 

particular species or to maintain or restore habitats. 

• “Natural resource management area”: an area having permanent protection from 

conversion for the majority of the area but that is subject to long-term, sustainable land 

management. 

• “Sustainable land management”: the stewardship and use of forests and forestlands, 

grasslands, wetlands, riparian areas, and other lands, including the types of agricultural 

lands that support biodiversity, in a way, and at a rate, that maintains or restores their 

biodiversity, productivity, regeneration capacity, vitality, and their potential to fulfill, now 

and in the future, relevant ecological, economic, and social functions at local, State, and 

regional levels, and that does not degrade ecosystem function. 

• “Conserved”: permanently protected and meeting the definition of ecological reserve area, 

biodiversity conservation area, or natural resource management area as defined in this 

section for purposes of meeting the 30 percent goal in subsection 2802(b) of this title.  

 

Stakeholders as defined by Act 59 

Private owners of forestlands and agricultural lands, land trusts, conservation organizations, 

environmental organizations, working lands enterprises, outdoor recreation groups and 

businesses, Indigenous groups and representatives from historically marginalized and 



Act 59 Fact Sheet 
 

disadvantaged communities, watershed groups, municipalities, regional planning commissions, 

conservation commissions, and relevant State and federal agencies. 

 

Equity Considerations 

• Legislative finding recognizes that Vermont is the traditional and unceded home of the 

Abenaki people; that BIPOC Vermonters and others from historically marginalized and 

disadvantaged communities have not had equal access to land and land-based enterprise; 

and that conservation planning process must address strategies for equity of access. 

• 10 V.S.A. § 2803 requires initial conserved land equity to include an equity assessment of 

Vermont’s existing land protection and conservation programs and strategies. 

• 10 V.S.A. § 2804 requires VHCB and ANR to lead inclusive outreach to inform 

conservation plan development. 

 

Phase 1: Conservation Inventory – Completed June 30, 2024 

An assessment of existing and potential conservation data, practices, programs, equity, and 

funding with recommended next steps (July 1, 2023 – June 30, 2024) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Phase 2: Conservation Plan – Due December 2025 

A comprehensive strategy for achieving the vision and goals of the Community Resilience and 

Biodiversity Protection Act (July 1, 2024 – December 31, 2025), including, per Act 59: 

(1) a comprehensive strategy for achieving the vision and goals of section 2802 of this title 

while continuing to conserve and protect Vermont’s agricultural land, working forests, 

historic properties, recreational lands, and surface waters;  

(2) the implementation methods for achieving the vision and goals of this chapter using 

Vermont Conservation Design as a guide; 

(3) recommendations to provide and increase equitable access to protected and conserved 

lands and land-based enterprises, including recreational access to and use of conserved 

lands; and  

(4) recommendations to implement the vision and goals of this chapter while also enhancing 

the State of Vermont’s current investments and commitments to working lands 

enterprises, rural landowners, and the broad conservation mission implemented by the 

Secretary and VHCB, including conservation of agricultural land, working forests, 

historic properties, recreational lands, and surface waters. 

Final Inventory Results for 2024 

Ecological Reserve Areas 240,060 acres 

Biodiversity Conservation Areas 235,950 acres 

Forestland & Natural Cover 927,398 acres 

Agricultural & Open Land 173,380 acres 

Uncategorized Conserved Land (not included) 47,595 acres 

Total of Conserved Land is 1,576,788 acres of 5,889,121 total acres (~27%) 
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Visioning Exercise 

• If you are optimistic about the Vermont Conservation Plan, what do you imagine it can 

accomplish for Vermont or for the communities you represent? 

• What would it look like if the plan truly meets its vision goals – for your work, for your 

organizations, and for the communities that you serve? 

• What do you hope this plan makes possible? 

 



To: Technical Advisory Committee 
From: Isaac Bissell (VHCB), Annie Decker (VHCB), Trey Martin (VHCB) 
Date: November 13, 2025 
Subject: Framing the Scope of the Act 59 Conservation Plan 

VHCB understands Act 59 to provide a clear mandate for a broadly implemented and inclusive 
Vermont Conservation Plan (VCP) that reflects the range of values and priorities embedded in the 
legislation. One of the consistent criticisms voiced during the Phase One inventory process was 
that VHCB focused narrowly on creating an inventory of conserved lands and conservation 
practices that meet the legislation’s land conservation goals. This wasn’t the broader, more holistic 
conversation about the future of conservation that many stakeholders had hoped for. VHCB heard 
that frustration clearly and agrees that Vermont’s conservation strategy must reflect the full 
spectrum of conservation programs and conservation values that that shape how communities 
interact with and steward land. 

Fortunately, the language of the Act requires that the VCP must reflect and support the full 
spectrum of economic, ecological, cultural and social benefits of land conservation. While one 
focus of the inventory was to assess progress toward the Act’s goals, the work completed also 
provides a foundation for a VCP that will achieve the Act’s full vision and goals, while also 
enhancing Vermont’s existing investments in working lands, rural landowners, and the broader 
conservation mission led by the Agency of Natural Resources and VHCB. This alignment is deeply 
consistent with VHCB’s founding purpose and track record as a nationally distinctive institution 
that invests in both affordable housing and land conservation. It is also consistent with the 
feedback we received in Phase One to write a plan that is holistic, community-informed, and rooted 
in Vermont’s long-standing conservation ethic. 

What this means in practice is that the conservation plan must include not just traditional 
conservation easements and land acquisitions, but also a broader set of tools and investments 
that support the Act’s vision. The Act’s full scope asks VHCB to provide recommendations across a 
wide spectrum: 

• Permanent land conservation projects including land acquisitions and conservation 
easements that protect biodiversity, working lands, and recreational assets. 

• Long term and durable land protection mechanisms that protect biodiversity, working 
lands, and recreational assets.  

• Funding for land stewardship and restoration to ensure that conserved lands continue to 
deliver ecological and community benefits over time. 

• Investments in infrastructure and technical assistance for farm and forest enterprises 
that keep working lands economically viable and ecologically functional. 

• Innovative land access tools including buy-protect-sell models, land leases, land banks, 
and community ownership arrangements that promote equitable land access for the next 
generation of farmers, foresters, and land stewards. 



• Support for community-driven conservation models, including community forests, town 
conservation efforts, and partnerships that enhance public access, cultural connection, 
and local resilience. 

• Programs advancing equitable access to land and land-based enterprise, including 
down payment assistance, training, and capacity-building through entities such as the Land 
Access and Opportunity Board. 

• Support for planning and policy tools that guide development away from ecologically 
sensitive or high-value natural and working lands and toward compact, vibrant town and 
village centers. 

We acknowledge that providing recommendations for a conservation plan with this scope is a real 
challenge. But we also want to acknowledge that the effort to define this scope and elevate 
community conservation priorities began well before the current planning phase of Act 59. Through 
the Phase One inventory process, Nature for Justice convened a series of listening sessions, 
working groups, and surveys that resulted in an extensive report detailing the values and concerns 
expressed by Vermonters across a wide range of conservation interests and lived experiences. This 
includes insights and recommendations from 47 interviews, 21 focus groups with over 350 
participants, an online survey with 147 respondents, and four working groups comprising over 35 
members that dedicated dozens of hours of work. These findings are foundational to how we at 
VHCB have been thinking about the potential scope and content of conservation plan actions. We 
welcome your reflections on how this report should continue to guide the work ahead. 

We know this has been a difficult and, at times, messy process—but we care deeply about getting it 
right. We believe the vision of Act 59 is widely shared across Vermont and that Vermonters can 
come together to craft a conservation plan that reflects their long-standing commitment to both 
functioning ecosystems and thriving human communities. 
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Scope of Vermont Conservation Plan Discussion 

• Does this proposed scope align with the vision conversation we just had? 

• Does it strike the right balance between ambition and practicality? 

• Are there major gaps or areas that feel out of sync with the goals of the Act? 

 



5.0  |  THE VERMONT CONSERVATION 
PLAN – DRAFT FRAMEWORK 

The mandate of The Community Resilience and Biodiversity 
Protection Act (CRBPA – Act 59) is to produce a conservation plan 
that will prioritize conservation investments that help to protect healthy 
forests, habitat connectivity, biodiversity protection, outdoor recreation, 
sustainable forestry, public health and climate resilient communities. 

VERMONT CONSERVATION PLAN FRAMEWORK - KEY OBJECTIVES
The Vermont Conservation Plan will be based on three key objectives, each of which has a set of 
pathways, or key focal areas, which will drive the identification of a set of actions that helps advance 
conservation in ways that are thoughtful, strategic and pragmatic, setting Vermont on a course to a 
healthier and more resilient future.

CRBPA - Act 59 of 2023 states that the vision of the State of Vermont is to maintain an 
ecologically functional landscape that sustains biodiversity, maintains landscape connectivity, 
supports watershed health, promotes climate resilience, supports working farms and forests, 
provides opportunities for recreation and appreciation of the natural world, and supports the 
historic settlement pattern of compact villages surrounded by rural lands and natural areas.

THE VISION OF THE VERMONT CONSERVATION PLAN 

SUPPORT CONSERVATION 
IN COMMUNITIES

This objective is focused on how 
to better connect people and 

communities to the land, and to 
advance conservation in ways 
that benefit people and protect 

natural and working lands.

OBJECTIVE ONE

CENTER VERMONT 
CONSERVATION DESIGN

This objective is focused 
on how to protect, restore 

and maintain an ecologically 
functioning and connected 

natural and working landscape.

OBJECTIVE TWO

STRENGTHEN 
CONSERVATION 

CAPACITY

This objective is focused on 
expanding the conservation 

community’s ability to 
sustainably protect and 

steward land.

OBJECTIVE THREE
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5.1  |  OBJECTIVE ONE: SUPPORT CONSERVATION IN COMMUNITIES

This objective is focused on how to better connect people and communities 
to the land. It aims to advance conservation in ways that benefit people 
and communities by protecting natural and working lands, enhancing 
recreation, and supporting equitable access.   
Conservation investments benefit people and communities and make our lands 
and watersheds healthier. The conservation of natural and working forests and 
agricultural lands and the expansion of recreational and educational opportunities 
all connect people with the land. All these benefits help fulfill the overall vision of 
CRBPA - Act 59.

Objective One 
reflects both the spirit 
and substance of Act 

59 by positioning thriving 
communities, farms, and 

forests as integral to 
long-term conservation 

success. 

•	 Phase 1 participants stressed the need for conservation efforts that are not only ecological 
but also social, including access to nature, cultural relevance, recreational opportunities, and 
fairness in how conservation benefits are distributed.

•	 Phase 1 outputs from the Agricultural Lands Working Group strongly advocated for the 
ecological value of conserved farmland, pasture, and soil systems. This is directly reflected in 
the pathways, which aim to ‘lift-up’ the Food Resilience and Forest Future Roadmaps. 

•	 Focus groups, particularly with farmers, loggers, and recreation advocates, emphasized that 
conservation cannot succeed without recognizing community resilience and land use traditions. 

Connection to CRBPA - Act 59 and Phase 1 Outcomes

Objective 1: 
Support 

Conservation in 
Communities
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IMPLICATIONS FOR THE VERMONT CONSERVATION PLAN 

Objective 1: 
Support 

Conservation in 
Communities

Photo Courtesy 
of VTF&W

The following is an initial list of implications associated with this objective. These 
implications will be considered more fully as the pathways and actions are built-out 
as part the development of the Vermont Conservation Plan.

Working forests and agricultural lands are important cornerstones 
of Vermont’s landscape and conservation future. It is more 
important than ever to protect the lands that produce the food 
and forest products upon which we and our economy depend 
by conserving these lands in perpetuity and making ecologically 
oriented land management practices more viable for landowners.

Access to outdoor recreational opportunities, from hunting and fishing 
to hiking and biking to walking and wildlife watching, is essential 
to the health and well-being of Vermonters and visitors alike.

Act 59 calls for the Conservation Plan to make “recommendations 
to provide and increase equitable access to protected 
and conserved lands and land-based enterprises.” 

Vermont is experiencing more frequent and intense climate-
related events, including heat waves, drought, flooding, 
and forest disturbances. Meeting these challenges will 
require scaling up strategic land conservation efforts 
and implementing nature-based climate solutions that will 
make landscapes and communities more resilient.

Vermont’s conserved lands are living classrooms and 
laboratories that support myriad educational opportunities. 
From a town forest adjacent to an elementary school, to 
university research on state land, to a master naturalist program 
visiting the local nature reserve, our conserved lands support 
educational opportunities that help Vermonters form 
lasting connections to the natural world. At the 
same time, conservation organizations need to 
help landowners and communities understand 
how they can benefit from land conservation.
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POTENTIAL PATHWAYS

These potential pathways are an initial starting point to developing the Vermont 
Conservation Plan. These will be further refined shaped by stakeholder input. 

PROMOTE NATURAL AREAS AND SUSTAINABLE WORKING LANDS 
This pathway will identify strategies and investments to make conserved working 
lands more resilient, ecologically functional and healthy. We need more technical and 
financial supports to make ecologically beneficial land management practices viable 
for landowners. This pathway will ‘lift up’ related work under Vermont’s Forest Future 
Roadmap, Food Security Roadmap and other related plans.

INCREASE EQUITABLE ACCESS  
This pathway aims to identify investments and programmatic 
opportunities that will expand and improve equitable access to 
conserved lands, land-based enterprises and recreational opportunities.

STRENGTHEN CLIMATE RESILIENCE    
This pathway will identify actions and investments in nature-based solutions 
that make Vermont’s communities and conserved lands more resilient in the face 
of climate change. These actions will yield multiple benefits, including community 
resilience, habitat connectivity, improved water quality and critical resource protection. 
This pathway will be coordinated with Vermont’s Climate Action Plan and Resilience 
Implementation Strategy.

EXPAND PLACE-BASED EDUCATION AND OUTREACH    
This pathway will promote educational opportunities that connect 
Vermonters to the natural world, and expands cultural empowerment 
that promotes human-earth connections. It will also help communities, 
landowners and land managers understand why, how and where to 
conserve lands.

SUPPORT OUTDOOR RECREATION 
This pathway will promote diverse outdoor recreation opportunities through 
strategic investments in land protection and management. We need to identify 
ways to improve recreational access while protecting ecological values as well. 
This pathway’s actions could be coordinated with the implementation of the 
state’s blueprint for outdoor recreation, Move Forward Together Vermont, aimed 
at strengthening outdoor recreation opportunities across the state. 

Objective 1: 
Support 

Conservation in 
Communities
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5.2  |  OBJECTIVE TWO: CENTER VERMONT CONSERVATION DESIGN 

This objective is focused on how to protect, restore 
and maintain an ecologically functioning and 
connected natural and working landscape.   
This objective is guided by Vermont Conservation Design (VCD), a science-
based framework to protect the lands, waters, plants and wildlife that are most 
critical to an ecologically functional landscape. Vermont Conservation Design 
(VCD) allows us to identify where we can build upon our existing network of 
conserved lands in ways that advance the ecological goals envisioned by Act 59. 
The VCD framework highlights the need to promote conservation at all scales 
– from large forest blocks and riparian corridors to rare natural communities 
and species with specific habitat needs – to ensure we maintain and enhance 
ecological function and connection.

•	 This objective aligns directly with Act 59’s directive to use Vermont Conservation Design (VCD) 
as the backbone for identifying priority conservation areas. 

•	 Phase 1 stakeholders repeatedly endorsed the need for science-driven conservation strategies. 
The Aquatic and State Lands working groups (2024) both affirmed that planning tools like VCD 
are critical to ensuring ecological integrity across both public and private lands. 

•	 Stakeholder interviews and focus groups also noted a gap in representation of low-elevation 
ecosystems, which Objective 1 seeks to correct through pathway on Ecological Representation. 

•	 Conservation Categories Workgroup (2024) recognized the value of permanently protected 
natural systems and emphasized minimal interference management strategies.

Connection to CRBPA - Act 59 and Phase 1 Outcomes

CRBPA Act 59 calls 
for using Vermont 

Conservation Design to 
prioritize and guide the 

30x30 goal, recognizing VCD 
as a strategic science-based 

framework to sustain 
Vermont’s ecologically 
functional landscape.

Objective 2: 
Center Vermont 

Conservation 
Design
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IMPLICATIONS FOR THE VERMONT CONSERVATION PLAN 

Objective 2: 
Center Vermont 

Conservation 
Design

The following is an initial list of implications associated with this objective. These implications will be considered 
more fully as the pathways and actions are built-out as part the development of the Vermont Conservation Plan.

Vermont’s conserved lands are not equally distributed across Vermont’s nine biophysical 
regions. In terms of acreage, more of Vermont’s major forest blocks, connectivity 
blocks and important habitats have been conserved in the Northern Green Mountains, 
Southern Green Mountains, and Northeastern Highlands than in the other six biophysical 
regions. Each biophysical region has its own ecological context, with characteristic 
natural communities and species, but a significant percentage of Vermont’s currently 
conserved lands protect high-elevation mountain natural communities and their species.

Ecological connectivity among large, protected forest blocks is important both for wide-
ranging species like black bear, moose, and American marten, and to accommodate 
the long-term shifts of plant and animal distributions in response to climate change. 
Protecting the corridors for plants and animals to naturally shift and redistribute 
is perhaps the single most important step we can take to ensure Vermont’s 
biodiversity is resilient to climate change. A network of connected forest blocks 
can provide this connectivity, both across the state, and across the region. 
Vermont is also an important ecological linkage between the Adirondacks, 
the Berkshires, and the mountains of New Hampshire, Maine, and Quebec.

Both young and old forests are rich in biodiversity, and both conditions are 
underrepresented in Vermont. Vermont Conservation Design identifies targets 
for restoring old and young forest in order to balance forest age and structure, 
increase biodiversity, sequester and store carbon, and increase resilience to climate 
change. Additional investments to establish Ecological Reserve Areas in the 
biophysical regions outside the Northern and Southern Green Mountains will 
help support each region’s characteristic natural communities and species.

Connected aquatic and riparian systems are critical to maintaining 
biodiversity and ecological function. Land conservation supports healthy 
aquatic systems when it protects riparian functions or mitigates surface runoff 
and improves water quality within a watershed. However, land conservation by 
itself is not always sufficient to fully maintain and restore aquatic systems, and 
the water quality, flood resilience, and biodiversity benefits they provide.

An ecologically functional landscape needs all its parts. 
The fine-scale mix of rare and uncommon plants and 
animals, significant natural communities, and important 
habitats (such as grasslands and vernal pools) are the 
biodiversity gems of Vermont’s landscape. Many of 
these occur in small, specific settings, and will not be 
conserved unless they are specifically sought out. 
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POTENTIAL PATHWAYS

Objective 2: 
Center Vermont 

Conservation 
Design

These potential pathways are an initial starting point to developing the Vermont 
Conservation Plan. These will be further refined shaped by stakeholder input. 

EXPAND ECOLOGICAL REPRESENTATION 
This pathway is focused on better representing all nine biophysical 
regions, and places additional focus on the six under-represented 
biophysical regions, ensuring that these places and their biodiversity 
will be conserved. 

PROTECT CONNECTIVITY CORRIDORS 
This pathway identifies ways to protect landscape-scale corridors 
within Vermont’s regional connectivity network that are conservation 
priorities, promote overall forest health and function, and keep 
corridors connected.

SUPPORT AQUATIC SYSTEMS    
This pathway identifies the actions needed to steward, manage, and restore 
riparian areas and aquatic systems on both existing and new conserved lands.

IMPROVE FOREST STRUCTURE
This pathway addresses the biophysical regions and their forest types that have been 
underrepresented in Ecological Reserve Areas, as well as locations for establishing Biodiversity 
Conservation and Natural Resource Management Areas. Actions taken under this pathway will 
improve representation of both old and young forests as well as the complexity and diversity of 
forest structure across the landscape.

PROTECT RARE AND SIGNIFICANT ECOLOGICAL FEATURES 
This pathway highlights the need to enhance and increase the protection 
of rare and uncommon species, significant natural communities, and the 
important habitats of Vermont Conservation Design. 
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5.3  |  OBJECTIVE THREE: STRENGTHEN CONSERVATION CAPACITY 

This objective is focused on expanding the conservation 
community’s ability to sustainably protect and steward land. 
This plan’s success is dependent on having the people, programs, funding and 
innovations needed to successfully implement Act 59 in years to come. This 
work includes strengthening the whole conservation community, including the 
Vermont Housing and Conservation Board, the Agency of Natural Resources, 
conservation organizations, municipalities, landowners, and the many public and 
private organizations that support community-level conservation. Phase 1 input reported 
concerns about underfunding and limited access to financing tools. Stakeholders requested 
streamlined, permanent funding mechanisms and equitable access to technical support.

Phase 1 
Inventory Report 

acknowledged that 
without expanded staffing 

and system support, 
the goals of Act 59 are 

“inactionable,” especially 
for state land planning, 

management and 
protection.

•	 Objective Three squarely addresses the major barriers raised across Phase 1, especially 
in the Funding and Capacity work and interviews with NGOs and landowners. The call for 
tripled investment in land protection aligns with the pathways, which include proposing 
expanded funding for planning, acquisition, and stewardship. 

•	 Many focus groups, including those involving BIPOC (Black, Indigenous, and people of color) 
stakeholders, noted that conservation success depends on who has access to resources. 

•	 Act 59 was clear in its finding that resilient ecosystems require resilient management and 
support systems. Objective Three answers that call by proposing stronger public-private 
collaboration, financial innovation, and expanded support networks. 

Connection to CRBPA - Act 59 and Phase 1 Outcomes

Objective 3: 
Strengthen 

Conservation 
Capacity
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IMPLICATIONS FOR THE VERMONT CONSERVATION PLAN 

Objective 3: 
Strengthen 

Conservation 
Capacity

The following is an initial list of implications associated with this objective. These 
implications will be considered more fully as the pathways and actions are built-out 
as part the development of the Vermont Conservation Plan.

To meet Vermont’s immediate and long-term conservation vision 
and goals, we will need a significant increase in conservation 
funding at each stage of the conservation process. Resources 
are needed for planning, conservation easement and land 
acquisition, long-term management and protection, restoration 
and land and easement stewardship. In the Phase 1 work to 
develop the initial Act 59 Inventory Report, the Funding and 
Capacity Workgroup recommended that Vermont would need to 
triple current funding for land protection alone to meet the 2030 goal.

Sustainable land conservation is not only about legally protecting land. 
It also requires continued long-term care for the land and its values. 
Given the need to restore degraded wetlands, streams, floodplains, 
and other habitats, we need stewardship capacity for the long-term 
health of conserved lands. And the need for stewardship capacity will 
only grow as we conserve more lands to meet the goals of Act 59. 

To meet our long-term goals for a connected and functioning 
landscape, we need to advance conservation efforts at multiple 
scales. We need to support the statewide conservation 
organizations who focus on large parcels and conservation 
at the landscape-scale. We also need the local organizations 
that are working to address community priorities, as well as 
regional groups collaborating within and between counties. 

Land conservation organizations rely on skilled professionals 
and highly engaged community members to perform their work. 
They need surveyors, appraisers, attorneys, ecologists and foresters, 
as well as select board and conservation commission members, 
to protect Vermont’s lands and waters, forests and fields.

If we are to meet our conservation goals, we need to develop 
and implement new conservation programs and tools. Existing 
tools, such as fee ownership and conservation easements, 
are very effective, but require significant funding and 
resources to implement and steward. Given federal cuts to 
programs and funding for this work, we need to ensure that our 
conservation tools are as efficient and effective as possible.
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POTENTIAL PATHWAYS

INCREASE AND OPTIMIZE FUNDING AND FINANCING 
This pathway will propose ways to increase funding and financing 
to support the land protection, stewardship, and capacity of the 
conservation community.

PROMOTE CONSERVATION AT DIFFERENT SCALES
This pathway will identify systems and investments to support 
conservation organizations operating at local, regional, 
statewide, and transboundary scales. 

EXPAND THE SUPPORT SYSTEM AND CONSERVATION COMMUNITY    
This pathway will identify strategies and investments that will grow the support system 
of practitioners, natural resources management contractors, and community 
leaders needed to support conservation efforts into the future. This pathway will 
also expand the conservation community to be representative of Vermont’s 
diverse communities and viewpoints.

DEVELOP NEW PROGRAMS AND PRACTICES 
This pathway will identify new programs and tools that help 
increase the pace, quality and impact of our conservation 
investments to expand our ability to meet our conservation goals. 

SUPPORT STEWARDSHIP AND RESTORATION 
This pathway will identify the actions, innovations and new 
partners needed to better support the sustainable stewardship and 
strategic restoration of lands and their natural functions. 

Objective 3: 
Strengthen 

Conservation 
Capacity

These potential pathways are an initial starting point to developing the Vermont 
Conservation Plan. These will be further refined shaped by stakeholder input. 
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Plan Structure and Process Discussion 

• Does the proposed structure, objectives, pathways, actions, implementation, make sense? 

• Any questions or suggestions about the process for developing and reviewing actions? 

 


	Act 59 Fact Sheet
	Visioning Exercise
	VHCB Vermont Conservation Plan Scope Memo 11.13.25
	Scope of Vermont Conservation Plan Discussion
	Framework Obj & Pways
	Plan Organization & Process Worksheet

