
Act 59 Technical Advisory 
Committee

Working Lunch Meetings
Nov. 19 and 21

Water Street River Park, Northfield

Floodplain Restoration: Whetstone Brook, Brattleboro



Upcoming Dates

Darling Hill,  Burke

• November 19 and 21: TAC Working Lunch Sessions

• Week of December 15: Next TAC Meeting TBD

• January to March
• Round 2 of Regional Listening Sessions
• Sector Specific Outreach (Mini-grants)
• Additional TAC meetings TBD (every 4-6 weeks)

• April to May
• Build out implementation timetables
• Final round of Regional Listening Sessions
• Additional TAC meetings TBD

• June 30: Deliver Framework and Implementation 
Timetable to General Assembly



Envisioning Success Under Act 59

The Goat Project, Bennington

At the beginning of the November 13 TAC meeting, VHCB asked 
TAC members to share their vision for successful implementation 
of Act 59. 

Here are the questions we discussed:

• If you are optimistic about the Vermont Conservation Plan, 
what do you imagine it can accomplish for Vermont or for the 
communities you represent?

• What would it look like if the plan truly meets its vision goals – 
for your work, for your organizations, and for the communities 
that you serve?

• What do you hope this plan makes possible?



Act 59: The Community Resilience and 
Biodiversity Protection Act

Mount Ascutney: Brownsville Village 
Weathersfield, Vermont

• Vision: Maintain an ecologically functional 
landscape that sustains biodiversity, 
working farms and forests, watershed 
health, climate resilience, and VT’s historic 
settlement pattern (compact villages 
surrounded by rural lands/natural areas).

• Goals: Conserve 30% of Vermont by 2030 
and 50% by 2050.

• The Conservation Plan:  A comprehensive 
strategy for achieving the vision and goals of  
the Community Resilience and Biodiversity 
Protection Act, including recommendations to 
provide and increase equitable access to 
conserved lands/land-based enterprises and 
enhancing current enhancements to working 
lands and rural landowners.



Scope of the Vermont Conservation Plan

A comprehensive strategy for achieving the vision and goals of the Community Resilience and Biodiversity Protection Act including:

• a comprehensive strategy for achieving the vision and goals of section 2802 of this title while continuing to conserve and protect Vermont’s 
agricultural land, working forests, historic properties, recreational lands, and surface waters; 

• the implementation methods for achieving the vision and goals of this chapter using Vermont Conservation Design as a guide;

• recommendations to provide and increase equitable access to protected and conserved lands and land-based enterprises, including 
recreational access to and use of conserved lands; and 

• recommendations to implement the vision and goals of this chapter while also enhancing the State of Vermont’s current investments and 
commitments to working lands enterprises, rural landowners, and the broad conservation mission implemented by the Secretary and 
VHCB, including conservation of agricultural land, working forests, historic properties, recreational lands, and surface waters.



In the second part of our November 13 TAC meeting, VHCB 
asked TAC members to discuss the scope of the legislation and 
share feedback and questions on the Memo prepared by VHCB:

• Does the proposed scope align with the visioning 
conversation we just had?

• Does it strike the right balance between ambition and 
practicality?

• Are there major gaps or areas that feel out of sync with the 
vision and goals of the Act?

Understanding the Scope of Act 59

Valley Brook, Morgan



Vermont Conservation Plan Structure

The VCP will be organized under three broad objectives, with 
increasing focus and specificity as fleshed out in strategic 
pathways and specific actions and sub-actions.

• Three broad objectives (Conservation in Communities; 
Ecological Health; Capacity and Innovation)

• Four to five strategic pathways nested under each 
objective. 

• Three to four actions and sub-actions nested 
under each pathway. 

Additionally, our recommendations to the General Assembly 
will include implementation timelines to meet the vision and 
goals of the act. 



A Potential Action Under Objective 1

Objective 1 – Support Conservation in Communities

High-Level Action 3: Make Working Lands Models of Ecological Management and Innovation. Increase investments to 

help landowners manage conserved farms and forests in ways that are climate-smart, resilient, and ecologically sustainable – and 

share the lessons learned to improve practices statewide.

• Sub-action 1: Enhance conservation values on conserved working lands. Identify conserved farms and forests that have 

high-priority water and wildlife values, and assist landowners to identify financial supports to restore and steward those 

resources. 

• Sub-action 2: Add ecological protections to older easements. Close the “old easement gap” by securing additional 

conservation agreements or amendments on conserved working lands that lack today’s higher standards for resource 

protection. 

• Sub-action 3: Establish working lands demonstration sites. Designate a set of conserved farms and forests across the state 

as hands-on “living laboratories” for innovative management. 

• Sub-action 4: Invest in research, data, and continuous improvement. Support ongoing research and monitoring to inform 

best practices on Vermont’s working lands. Increase data collection on forest cover, forest health trends, and the outcomes of 

different management approaches on both public and private lands.



Drafting Actions and Sub-Actions 

1. How does your vision for the Vermont 
Conservation Plan fit within the proposed 
framework (Objectives and Pathways)

2. What about your vision might not yet fit within this 
proposed framework?

3. What could be added or adjusted in the framework 
to make your vision fit?

4. What are you most interested to make sure the 
Vermont Conservation Plan includes?
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